A lesson for the Ecuadorian President
Without a doubt the president Rafael Correa was taken by surprise as were all Ecuadorians around the world. We could not believe that the haunting images of past subversions and coups were coming back. This time however with the difference that it was not a response by the people’s desire to clean the country from corrupt politicians and locos.  This time for most Ecuadorians, both abroad and within Ecuador itself, there was no strong apparent reason for the chaos.

What is going on? Was inevitably the question that echoed hard in our minds as the main broadcasting corporations kept on flashing images of Rafael Correa making furious and defiant gestures aimed at protestors urging them to kill him if they had the guts.
Apparently the rebels in uniform were protesting against austerity measures. No doubt they have the right to do so, yet the way they decided to make their feelings known suggests to most, that something more sinister was boiling behind the political scenes. Otherwise how could you explain such abrupt, vicious and downright ridiculous reactions to the loss of some medals and a Christmas bonus? Was that enough reason to close airports, motorways and commit acts of vandalism and violence against their own people? This organised madness has so far left five dead and several injured.
As soon as the President was rescued by the army after twelve long hours of being taken hostage within a hospital he blamed the coup attempt on Lucio Gutiérrez the former president of Ecuador who was chased out of the country in 2005. The official web site of the Ecuadorian government is still claiming that Gutiérrez was behind this. Eva Golimer, a lawyer expert in Latin American affairs, who spoke with Russia Today pointed that the attempt could have been organised abroad. She said that Correa’s policies were affecting big businesses and suggested that the US could be behind this due to Correa’s refusal last year to renew a contract for the continual stay of an American Military Base.
This was a sad lesson for Correa, who despite his “control freak” attitude did not see this coming. Fortunately for him the majority of Ecuador is with him. There were not only supporting at the Plaza Grande (the square near the Presidential Palace) they were also here in London in Trafalgar Square. This ordeal is a wake up call for Rafael Correa. It is time for him to punish the perpetrators and tighten up his personal security. It was really appalling to see him trapped amongst the protestors. He should stop underestimating his enemies since even the smallest ones could inflict deep wounds. Especially one who is able to manipulate a group of people that is in charge of teargas and guns.
